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Instructions for the Annotated Bibliography


An annotated bibliography is much more than a bibliography plus notation.  It’s most basic function is to provide you with a brief synopsis of your textual sources, and to give you, at a glance, a survey over the field of research pertinent to your topic.  It becomes especially helpful as a sort of tour guide or diary of the knowledge and information you’ve already gathered.


What goes into an annotated entry?  Well, each entry should briefly a) summarize, b) analyze and c) evaluate the text described, so make note of the following while skimming your research:

· Subject matter: Simply, what is the topic, the focus, or the object or area of study?

· Keywords, themes and motifs:  What terms does the author redefine or make unique use of?  What words or images are repeated?  Which concepts are related or equated to each other?

· Argument: What is the author’s thesis or intended purpose?
· Oppositions: What distinctions are made?  Which notions contrasted with which?
· Framework: What body of knowledge does the writer rely upon (psychological, economic, scientific, philosophic, etc.)?  More importantly, what assumptions must be made for the text’s argument to be true or believable? 
· Consequence: What implications result from the argument?

· Evaluated worth: Did you find the piece helpful—why or why not?  Is the author’s reasoning process rigorous and persuasive?  His methods consistent?  If you didn’t find it useful, for whom might it be of use?

The annotated bibliography supplements memory.  It provides you, on a few pages, with a record of the research knowledge you’ve gained but forgotten.  Which means that you’re writing primarily for yourself.  With that in mind, keep your writing concise and accessible.

Due in class Monday, April 10: First draft of your Annotated Bibliography (min. 4 entries)

